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Mk. JOHN PROCTOR. 


NE ; Lxcorn, June 5, 1793 
SIR, | 5 e 
e W HEN laſt 1 ſaw you at 88 at a meet. 
C ing of the inhabitants called together for the purpoſe d 
fettling the pariſh accounts, now about a fortnight ag 
you told me, in the hearing of the company, that © you 
had deſerted the church becauſe I do not preach thr 
_< Goſpel, and that the perſon you now hear is a preacher 
«ot the Goſpel”. If this charge againſt me were as well 
founded as it was confidently affirmed, it would be a ver 
heavy one indeed, and one that I ſhould have ſeverely to 
| anſwer for on the great day. But before you or any 
other of my pariſhioners take upon you to decide whethe! 
1 preach the Goſpel or not, I would adviſe you to attend 
to my diſcourſes for a whole year together; and not only 
to hear what I ſay, but moreover to reduce to practice 
the duties I recommend. When you ſhall have done 
this you will be much better qualified to judge of the 
ſoundneſs of my doctrines. F any man will do his will, br 
ſhall know of the dofirine, whether it be of God, or whether | 
fpeat of myſelf. John vii." 17. As the Scriptures g give the 
beſt directions for a good life, ſo a good life is the bel 
comment upon the Scriptures. He who, with a fineere in. 
tention and according to the beſt information he can pro- 
cure, makes the ſacred writings the rule of his conduct, wi!. 
ſeldom be at a loſs to comprehend the meaning of them 
and wheneverhe meets with any difficulties which be can. 
not ſurmount or any obſcurities which he cannot explain, 
ſatisfied with, and rendered happy by the practical efficacy c 
what he does underſtand; he preſumes not to be wiſeabove 
what is written; he wreſts not the Scripture to his ow! 
5 precanceived opinions, but without reluctance acquieſces 
in ad. degree of 1 ian orance which he has not the x means to 
avoi „„ 


E--$-1 


The tree is acknowledged to be truly valuable, not 
m the beauty or the multitude of its leaves, but on 
count of the uſefulneſs and abundance of its fruit. The 
in is known to be what he ought to be, not by his 
rds only, be they ever ſo pure, ever fo religious, but 
his practical virtues and Chriſtian graces. Though he 
with the tongue of men and of angels, and have not 
arity, he is became as ſounding braſs or a tinkling cymbal. 
d though he have the gift of prophecy and underſtand all 


et NVeries and all knowledge; and though he have all faith ſo 
ois. he could remove mountains, and have nat charity, he is 
going. 1 Cor. x11. 1. He may be poſſeſſed of the 
youll: nm of godlineſs, but he is an utter ſtranger to the power 
the it. A wan may, by repeated groaning and conſtant 
herfMectation, bring his viſage to be that of a death's head 
vel hon a mop-ftick ; he may make its appearance {til} more 


nentable, by the addition of a ſlouched hat and lank 


> able to ſtring together texts of Scripture upon any 
ven ſubject with as much expedition as he can count his 
gers; he may upon the moſt trivial accaſions, have the 
red name of Jefus Chriſt upou his tongues end; he 
ay conſtantly introduce religious ſubjects into converſa- 


oneon, even over pots of ale at a pariſh meeting, and be 
the Wady to fight with every one, who does not think as he 
„es, and ſtill be very far from being actuated by the true 
er ad genuine ſpirit of the mild aud merciful Jeius. Behold, 
they /ervant, whom ] have choſen; my beloved, in whom my 


i well pleaſed: I will put my fpirit upon him, and he 
all ſhew judgement to the Gentiles, He ſhall not ſtrive nor 
y, neithor ſhall any man hear his voice in the ſtreets, 
latth, X11. 18. Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, 
ord, fhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that 
beth the will of my father which is in beaven. Matth. Vit. 
1. The Chriſtian religion does not conſiſt in faith oniy, 

ut in works alſo; not in an affected garb and outſide 


oe hhrmality, in violent words and zealons expreflions, but 
Wi the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, in keeping a 
ſces {Monſcience void of offence towards God and towards man. 


"Do is wiſe and endued with knowledge among ſt you? let him 
ber out of a gad converfatian his works with meskneſs of 


Wir; he may ever be upon the cant and whine; he may 


„ 
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goiſdom. James 111, 13. As the real exiſtence of a man'; 
fafta is ſhewn by his works, James 11. 18, 26, fo thi 


and manners of Ho who make them the rule of then 


would probably at the termination of them be far wiſer 3 


ptreſent you are. 


another of Apollos, another of Cephas and another of 


religious information, each adhering with a determined 
obſtinacy to the opinions ſuggeſted by his new guide, andi 
endeavouring with all his might to compel others to come 
into the notions he himſelf bas adopted, when you meet 
together, whatever may be the occaſion, you too gene- 
- rally quarrel before you part, concerning your religious Y 
| tencts; and whilſt you perſuade yourſelves that you are 
reipeFtiyely employed in converting others to the TR] 
FAITH, you are effectually deſtroying that CHARITY in your 
own breaſts and in that of your neighbour, without which 
all your pretenſions to a ſuperior knowledge and a beiici 

of the truth as it is in Jeſus is an empty boaſt and a ridi-W 


neſs. You don't enter the houſe of God, as you ought 
to do, with humility and ſelf abaſement, with a hearty ln 
_ defire to pray and to be inſtructed in ſaving truths by . 
hearing the word of God read and preached to you; but 
you come full of your own prejudices and prepoſſefſions, MM 


La 


. 


genuine excellence of wh precepts cannot be bettet : 
aſcertained than by the effects they produce upon the live 


actions. Could you who think and ſpeak ill of me, b: 3 


once induced to lay aſide your own ſelf ſufficiency ani 
ſubmit to be led to the waTERs oF COMFORT by youll 


eſtabliſhed paſtor for the- ſpace of twelve months, youll 


and better men, better neighbours, and better Chriſtians 
and be much more charity diſpoſed towards me than a 


But as the matter now is, whilſt one of you is of Paul, + 


Chriſt; whilſt you are running after every pretender to 


culous folly. When you vouchſafe to attend the divine 
ſervice at your pariſh chyrch on a Sunday, you come 
charged with the ſame ſpirit of ſelf conceit and captiouſ- 


and if you don't hear there what your reſpective teachers 3 


have aſſerted to be the Goſpel, and it is impoſlible for oe 
any one man, were he ever ſo willing, to adopt his 
_ notions. to the diſcordant maxins of all your inſtructors, i 


you remain in the houſe of prayer with diſg uſt and diſlike; 


1 


ou leave it vexed and diſappointed, and probably employ 
ourſelves during during the remaining part of the Lord's 
Way in making illnatured remarks upon what THE PARSON 
Wo, and reviling him becauſe he does not think as you 
Wave been taught to think. Now in this that J declare to 
WM , to adopt the language of the Apoſtle upon a ſimilar 
Nccaſion, J 77% you nat, that ye come together not for the 


ut the malicious one of finding fault with his teacher, 
Wake © that moſt excellent gift of charity, the very bond 


liveth is counted dead before God,“ the main object of 
is petitions to the throne of mercy. 2 


ze ariſhioners who cenſure me becauſe they are not ſatisfied 
ma ith the general tenor of my diſcourſes, the number of 
me hom, I have the pleaſure to know, is very ſmall when 
ect owpared with that of thoſe whoſe good opinion I have 
ne- he happineſs to poſſeſs, but of whom I look upon you as 
ous We moſt violent, and a profeſſor of the moſt dangerous 
are Principles, I wow beg the attention of both my friends 
nd enemies to the following facts and reflexions, 

due You muſt recollect that, on a Sunday about two months 
\ 20, in the church porch, you aſſerted, in like manner 
4 Wetore the major part of the neighbours then and there 
e lembled, that “ good works are not eſſentially neceſ- 


ry to ſalvation.“ I believe theſe were your very words. 
will add two other circumſtances of a ſimilar nature; 


WubjcX of common converſation at Lincoln. 


his Peſs there. eſtabliſhed. Not having for ſome months paſt 
oro, Men him ar his pariſh church, and Laying been informed 
ke; INglat he led a very wicked life in many reſp 


, bas for the arſe. 1 Cor, x1. 17. And he who. 
Wttends the divine ſervice in public with no other intention” 


$ ad much better ſay his prayers at home in private, and 


of peace and of all virtue, without which whoſoever 


Having thus far addreſſed myſelf to thoſe only of my 


ie former of which occurred to me, and the latter is the 


One Sunday laſt winter, as I was riding home from 
Nettleham, after having done the duty of the church 
ons, vere, J met a pariſhioner of mine, a weaver, on his 
1ers eturn from Lincoln; probably brim full of the precious 
for ¶octrines he had recently imbibed at a ſhop of prophane- 


ects, I though. 
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1 ſhould n not act ape if I inquired the reaſon of hi, 
abſence, Addrefling the man by his name, ſays I, to the 
deſt of my recollection, you never come to the church. 7 


BENS» no, Sir, I'm whats called an AN'TINOMIAN, 
401 now It's an ABSCONDED, BLASPHEMY NAME,” 


ee ell, but whatever be yo! ur name or religious per- 
ſuaſion, you muſt believe that you ouzht to lead a good 
lite: and [ underſtand you are guilty of a many very bad 
things, ſuch as frequent drunkenneſs, abſenting your- 
60 lelf from your wife and family by the month together,” 


« Oh, Sir, ” replies the man archly, WE DON" » 
6 STAND MUCH UPON WORKS,” 5 | = 


2 This day being cold I could not remain long enough i 
upon the road to attempt to convince him that it i: 8 
neceſſary to practiſe the ſeveral duties recommended in 
the Goſpel as well as to believe its doctrines, if we with 
indeed to be the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, who did no 
lin neither was guile found in his mouth; Who exhibited 1 
to his followers, in his own conduct, the moſt conſun- BR 
mate example of every moral excellence, of every prac- 
tical virtue. This man has occaſionally, ſince the above 
_ declaration, attended the ſervice of the church; but ! 
cannot help oblerving, that, whenever, in his preſence, 
Jam inculcating upon my hearers the neceſſity of a good 
life, he ſeems not to reſt eaſy upon his ſeat; and by 
feveral antick tricks, ſuch as hiding his face with his 
hands, or popping his head below the deſk, he wanifells 
his difapprobation of my fentiments. 


The other circumſtance J allude to is this. A certain 

barber was in the act of ſhaving a very reſpectable clergy- 
man at Lincoln at the time when the populace was 
returning from a view of the execution of a murderer 
on the gallows at the north-weſt corner of the caſtle, 


is a great pity,” ſays the operator in ſoap-ſuds 
« that the man ſhould have been hanged.” 


60 Why ſo”? ſays the miniſter of the Goſpel. « He 
cc was clearly convicted of the murder With which he, was 
4 charged.” 


4089-5] 


« J allow that,” ſays the jeſuitical tonſor, with his 
© rafor ſuſpended; © but he is not therefore criminal.“ 
And in order to make good his bold alleveration, he adds, 


or ro CUT YOUR THRUAT,' I +HOULD BE GUILTY 
or xo criME.” The clergyman, as might be ſuppoſed 
Wn ncdiately diſmiſſed his paradoxical ſhaver, and never 


3 or his viſage, leſt he ſhould, at any time, by an irreſiſti- 
le impulſe, be urged to make a deeper impreſſion. 


22 


L have ſubjoined the converſation I had with thelabourer 
hemp and flax, together with the extraordinary poſition 


Fourſelf, that “good works are not eſlentially neceſſary 
to falvation:” or, in other words, that © a man may 
commit every ſpecies of the moſt atrocious wickedneſs, 


- nent. Whether the weaver be a diſciple of yours, or 


pſolutely to determine. 
Now, Sir, as you a'ſo hinted at the meeting aided to 
your own mind, not only that the principles you had 


Inbraced for your future conduct in lite were in them 
Wives true, but alſo that you had right to propagate 


ur appointed inſtructor, as well as that of the inhabi- 
Wits of Nettleham with whom you frequently converſe, 


Wove related, if reduced to practice, to be in direct 


o ALL GooD GOVERNMENT. As you have already 
1 ten to me one letter, if not more than one, upon the 


dject of religion, I thall be bl: ged to > you if you will 


$ c Why now, Sir,“ beginning to ſcrape again, *1F x 


gain permitted him to apply an edged tool to the ſurface 


g f the caſuiſtical chin- ſcraper, becauſe they ſeem to have 
Inbibed, from whatever ſource, the ſame principles with 


ſuch as murder, adultery, robbery, &c. and ſtill be liable . 
to no imputation of guilt:“ or, Which is much the 
me thing, “may ſtill be in a ſtate of ſalvation.” For 
, in reaſon, where no law: i is, there is no tranſgreſſion, 
in juſtice, where no guilt is, there can be no punith- 


Wc barber your Goſpel teacher, [ take not upon me 


the beginning of this epiſtle, that you were perſuaded 


em amongſt your neighbours, [ think it my duty, as 
7 d tell you in plain terms, that I look upon the doctrines 
vanced by you, by the Weaver, and by the barber, as 


1 ppoſition to and deſtructive of ALL RELIGION NATURAL. 
ND REVEALED, as well as ſubverſive of CIVIL SOCIETY | 
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acquaint me upon What grounds you. aſl 
| good works are not effentially- xeflary to 2 
tion: Wh you mean by the Words de got 
hat by ©effentially neceſſary; and what 
When you ſhall have -maturely- deliberated. upon f 
matter alone, you may, if you think proper, Shnfült yo 
J teacher n teachers at Lincoln, whether One 
the number of them; for 1 am not aft 


y your! {lally in defence of whi at 1 belle wg to be i 

3 aud in oppoſition to tenets, which muſt bri 

Hott who propagate and ti hoſe who adopt them, 

157 wy influenced by them in the regulation of the 

manners, to in deſtruction of both foul and bod 
Sir, with the moſt 
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